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WAGE-HOUR BILL TO CONFERENCE 


Senate and House Conferees to Determine Final 
Form of Measure 


Wage and hour legislation is now in the hands of a con- 
ference committee of the Senate and House. The House 
passed the Norton bill in amended form late Tuesday night. 
The Senate on Thursday agreed to the appointment of a con- 
ference committee to reconcile the House bill with the bill 
previously passed by the Senate. 


Senate members of the conference committee are Thomas 
of Utah, Walsh of Massachusetts, Murray of Montana, Pep- 
per of Florida, Ellender of Louisiana, Borah of Idaho, and 
La Follette of Wisconsin. 


While the House did not act Friday on the Senate message 
asking for a conference, it is expected to agree and to name 
conferees so that the committee can start work early next 
week, 


The bill passed by the House exempts from its provisions 
“employees employed in agriculture.” The classification 
“employee employ in agriculture” in the House bill is defined 
to include “individuals employed within the area of produc- 
tion engaged in the handling, packing, storing, ginning, com- 
pressing, pasteurizing, drying, or canning farm products, or 
in making butter and cheese.” 


The House bill likewise exempts from the hours and wage 
rovisions “any employee employed in the catching, taking, 
arvesting, cultivating, or farming of any kind of fish, shell- 

fish, crustacea, sponges, seaweeds, or other aquatic forms of 
animal and vegetable life, including the going to and return- 
ing from work, and including employment in the loading, un- 
loading, or packing of ak products for shipment, or in 
propagating, processing, marketing, freezing, canning, cur- 
ae —e or distributing the above products or by-products 
thereof,” 


The House bill also provides exemption from payment of 
overtime for twelve weeks, for certain industries, including 
canning, as follows: 


“In the case of an employer engaged in the first processing 
of milk, whey, skimmed milk, or cream and dairy products, 
or in the ginning and compressing of cotton, or in the process- 
ing of cotton seed, the provisions of Subsection (a) shall not 
apply to his employees in any place of employment where he 
is so engaged, and in the case of an employer engaged in 
the first processing of, or in canning, fresh fish or fresh sea- 
ood, or perishable fresh fruits, or perishable fresh vege- 
tables, or in handling, slaughtering, or dressing poultry or 
livestock, the provisions of Subsection (a) shall not apply 
for 12 work weeks in any calendar year to his employees in 
any place of employment where he is so engaged.” 


The Senate bill contained two provisions with respect to 
hours. One provides that the subsection of the Senate bill 
relating to maximum hours “shall not be applicable with 
respect to any person employed in connection with the ginning 
and baling of cotton, the canning or other packing or packag- 
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ing of fish, sea foods, sponges, or picking, canning, or proc- 
essing of fruits, vegetables, or the processing of beets, cane, 
and maple into sugar and syrup, when the services of such 
person are of a seasonal nature.” 

The second provides that the provisions of this subsection 
“shall not apply to employees engaged in processing or pack- 


ing perishable agricultural products during the harvesting 
season.” 


Rule Asked on Food-Drug Bill 


Chairman Lea of the House Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce submitted a request to the Rules Com- 
mittee on Friday, May 27, for a rule for the consideration of 
the bill revising the Food and Drugs Act, but in the absence 
of a quorum of the Rules Committee no action was taken on 
the request. The Rules Committee is scheduled to meet again 
on Tuesday, May 31, when the request will again come up. 


CANNERY LABOR SURVEY 
Women’s Bureau of Department of Labor Begins 
Study of Employment 

The Women's Bureau of the United States Department of 
Labor has announced the beginning of a survey of packers 
of seasonal vegetables, fruits and fish and products derived 
therefrom, as well as non-seasonal packers of baked beans, 
hominy, spaghetti, soups, sauces, relishes, pickles, ripe olives 
and fruits for salads. The survey will include the dried fruit 
industry, but will not include canned milk, meat or shell- 
fish. The announced purpose of the survey is to meet a varicty 
of needs. According to the announcement these are 


“I. To furnish a basis for develepment of feasible methods 
of establishing state minimum wage rates and hours regu- 
lations in canneries by state minimum wage commissions. 
To this end, data on employment and earnings’ trends as 
shown by numbers employed and weekly earnings in each 
major occupation as well as annual earnings of individual 
workers are essential, To this end, the effectiveness of rul- 
ings upon women’s earnings of Pacific Coast Commissions 
ae! of the Wisconsin Industrial Commission call for special 
study. 

“II. To furnish the Public Contracts Board with 1938 wages 
and hours conditions within the canning and dried fruit pack- 
ing industries, as well as with a picture of the seasonal varia- 
tions in earnings and hours, in order to permit the establish- 
ment of minimum prevailing rates for government contracts 
on an enforceable basis. 

“III. If the size of the force employed after July Ist per- 
mits, it is hoped the type of equipment and conditions of 
employment in vegetable canneries may be studied in order 
to set up equipment and conditions of employment stand- 
ards which allow women workers to achieve maximum pro- 
duction with a minimum of strain.” 


Representatives of the Department will, according to pres- 
ent plans, visit canning factories and secure a wide variety 
of information concerning products packed, period of opera- 
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tions, Government contracts entered into directly or through 
wholesalers, employment of persons under 18 years of age, 
sources of seasonal labor, payroll details, hours, wages, and 
individual annual earnings. 

It will be recalled that under the Walsh-Healey Act the 
Secretary of Labor may establish minimum wages for em- 
ployment on Government contracts which wages are “to be 
the prevailing minimum wages... in the particular or 
similar industries ...in a particular locality as deter- 
mined by the Secretary.” It is expected that the informa- 
tion derived from the present survey will be used in making 
such determination for the canning industry under the Walsh- 
Healey Act. The Department is currently conducting partic- 
ular surveys to secure prevailing wage information in the 
canned milk industry and in miscellaneous foods, including 
preserves. It is understood that all of these surveys are on 
a voluntary basis. 


Cranberry Sauce Pack 

The cranberry sauce pack in 1937 totaled 1,689,586 cases 

as compared with 1,108, 670 cases in 1936, according to figures 

compiled by the Association’s Division of Statistics. The 

pack in the various can sizes was as follows: 
1936 


7 
62,762 , 834 
Mi 70,656 53,054 

Total,..... 1, 108,670 1, 689 , 586 


The 7-02. can reported above is the 211x206. Included in the 
Miscellaneous” item for 1937 are 11,217 cases packed in glass. 


Veterans Bureau Seeks Canned Food Bids 


The Procurement Division of the Veterans Administration 
is asking for bids on 7,300 dozen No. 10 cans of string beans 
packed 6 to the case, 8,450 dozen cans of peas, and 3,300 
dozen cans of apricots, bids on beans and peas to be publicly 
opened June 21 and on apricots June 22. Deliveries are to 
be made f.o.b. destinations as follows: 


String Beans Peas Apricots 

Bast Gone Doz. Cans Doz. Cans 
Perryville...... 2,150 2,700 750 
San Francisco. . 2,150 2,250 1,250 
3, 3,500 1,300 


Copies of the invitations, including specifications and gen- 
eral conditions, may be obtained by communicating with A. J. 
Harrison, Acting Chief of the Procurement Division, Veterans 
Administration, Arlington Building, Washington, D. C. 


Luncheon Initiates Association’s Service Kitchen 


The Service Kitchen of the Home Economics Division had 
its initiation with a luncheon on Tuesday, May 17. The 
luncheon guests were members of the Home Economics 
Committee and an additional group of N. C. A. members who 
were here for an early meeting. Among the guests were Mr. 
Karl Kuner Mayer, president of the Association, and Mr. 
Walter Graefe, vice-president. 


The luncheon menu included 14 different canned foods, 
showing how well they can be adapted to several types of 
dishes. 

The new kitchen with its modern equipment was much 
admired and the friendly atmosphere which a kitchen always 
gives reflected itself in the informal atmosphere of the 
luncheon. 


GREEN PEAS FOR MANUFACTURE 


Acreage Estimate for 1938 Shows 
Drop of 8.1 Per Cent Below 1937 


The 1938 preliminary estimate of green peas planted for 
manufacture, including freezing, is 325,710 acres, according 
to a report of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics released 
on May 24. This estimate of planted acreage is 8.1 per cent 
below the 1937 plantings of 354,420 acres. Canners report 
decreases in practically all important States except Maine, 
Delaware, and Washington. 

Average annual abandonment of planted acreage during 
the 8-year (1930-1937) period was around 9 per cent. If a 
9 per cent abandonment is assumed for 1938, a total of 
296,400 acres would be left for harvest. The 1937 harvested 
acreage was 334,820 acres; the 10-year (1927-1936) average 
was 236,040 acres. 


1936 1937 
Acres Acres Acres Acres 

AS ee 2,520 2,700 3,500 3,700 
36,000 ,600 33,300 32,000 
Pennsylvania.......... 4,850 4,850 6,000 5,600 
5,000 4,200 4,900 4,400 
8,000 8,000 8,600 7,500 
20,000 =18,600 19,000 17,700 
133,300 120,000 119,300 104,400 
Minnesota............ 24,000 22,800 25,200 22,700 
a 3,400 2,800 3,100 3,200 
Maryland............. 18,500 18,000 21,000 17,850 
Virginia 5,200 5,700 5,900 4,000 
2,800 2,520 2,580 1,700 
4,210 4,190 3,880 3,810 
3,600 13,300 14,250 14,200 
Washington........... 16,000 22,000 28,100 29,000 
9,300 17,000 22,100 22,100 
Other States a......... 19,680 15,940 17,210 18,850 

341,360 337,500 354,420 325,710 


a“Other States” include: Arkansas, Calif., Idaho, Iowa, 
Kansas, Nebr., New Jersey, Okla., Tenn., Texas and Wyoming. 


Asks F.S.C.C. to Buy Grapefruit 


The Texas Citrus Exchange has asked the Federal Surplus 
Commodities Corporation to purchase at least 1,000,000 cases 
of canned grapefruit and grapefruit juice. The Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration authorities have the application 
under consideration, but it has been indicated that no action 
will be taken unless a break in prices occurs. 


ee 
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CANNED FOOD EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 


Canned food exports in April, 1938, of fruits, meats, and vegetables fell below April, 1937, exports; condensed milk 
exports increased by several times; and evaporated milk and fish exports increased slightly. Canned fruits exports dropped 
considerably, with apricots, fruits for salad, and peas showing largest declines. Imports of beef, fish, and milk dropped, 
but imports of peas, tomatoes, and dutiable pineapple increased. The following table, compiled from records of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce, furnishes figures for the month of February and the first four months of 1938 as compared with 1937: 


April, 1937 April, 1938 Jan.-April, 1937 Jan.-April, 1938 
Exports Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total....... 1,491,447 394,673 1,150,483 399,367 5,635,173 1,620,906 5,203,143 1,830,556 
, corned, roast, boiled, 
hash, hamburger...... 100,544 23,438 49,673 11,516 316,133 72,739 189, 404 53, 764 
192,048 64,636 136, 158 51,701 999 314,124 733 ,656 
675,176 212,716 639 ,996 258,110 2,814,550 926,097 3,288,658 1,275,356 
223,578 61,925 128,594 36,139 688,919 185,071 456 , 460 130,624 
4s 300,101 31,958 196 ,062 41,901 815,973 122,875 534,965 110,550 
Canned vegetables, total... 2, 388, 686 230,472 2,257,332 183,879 13,058,222 1,298,542 10,646,434 972 , 836 
Baked and pork and 
427,085 25,431 393 ,587 18,712 2,003,599 108,860 1,759,038 79,548 
188 ,819 15,314 197,967 13, 758 688,110 55,602 808 ,370 61,753 
172,697 6, 230,565 17,395 1,117,762 80,008 1,455,320 112,793 
24,299 273,810 28, 1, , 586 98 , 002 945 , 653 , 205 
70,928 4,282 85,575 5,783 687,677 38,415 420,205 26, 166 
Tomato paste... 107,073 9, 686 89,224 8,836 296,974 27,624 560,912 37,232 
Tomato juice........... 210,703 14,395 467,079 24,521 667 ,092 46,161 1,052,449 63,535 
29,439 232,945 22,546 1,349,578 124,546 11, 268, , 862 128 ,674 
Condensed milk........... 123 ,974 15,437 931,884 115,888 785 , 396 87,830 1,938,965 217,195 
Evaporated milk.......... 2,018,989 145,579 2,154,447 159,918 7,895,733 572,533 7,570,605 557,148 
Canned fruits, total... .... 20,350,826 1,549,767 15,275,298 1,163,067 105,787,347 7,666,409 89,553,242 6,645,919 
Apples and apple sauce... 423,366 «20,331 366,687 6,074,909 "287,397 3,138,853 141,453 
692 , 404 54,924 1,475,438 95,919 5,237,313 389,852 6,831,611 479, 
Berries, other........... 78,461 9,799 69,769 8,139 435,372 45,404 274,564 31,405 
38,763 5,979 68 ,943 10,049 511,607 60,946 657, 739 78,019 
Fruits for salad. ........ 3,398,036 376,428 2,108,405 236,864 13,767,264 1,517,327 9,565,791 1,076,616 
Cc cececcntcnens 4,437, 482 231,239 4,437,147 295,416 22,057,341 1,115,398 23,139,740 1,524,887 
aganberries............ 55,818 4,622 6,532 652 577,437 50,455 110,582 10,112 
2,965 , 287 230,374 3,216,630 234,256 19,340,955 1,431,832 16,020,616 1,133,509 
5,961,976 412,688 2,778,132 198,089 28,001,596 1,945,240 25,203,060 1,738,937 
1,652,121 143 , 296 511,628 4,002 7,376,011 603,470 3,264,118 301,632 
74,932 7,097 65 , 566 7,341 438 , 080 39,963 423,469 38,152 
572, 180 52,990 170,421 16,351 = 1,969,462 179,125 923 ,099 91,658 
Canned fish, total,....... 6,177,778 524,688 6,196,001 714,489 41,952,459 4,526,364 29,236,935 3,354,436 
1,507,176 202,750 2,537,293 393,356 17,851,739 2,864,787 10,788,007 1,826,907 
4,407,921 278,281 3,068,764 216,320 22,354,088 1,380,038 15,721,941 1,057,879 
73,630 17,092 322,535 67, 1,096,529 185,416 1,410,449 298 
Shellfish, other.......... 93 ,929 17,203 110,013 14,758 338,931 58, 896 423 , 782 61,646 
Other (other canned fish 
except shellfish). ...... 95,122 9,362 157,396 23,016 311,172 37,227 892, 756 109,413 
Imports 
10,445,567 1,055,335 8,940,272 998,579 22,253,172 2,222,320 21,178,477 2,292,429 


~ 


condensed and evaporated 


GD. 159,357 7,250 57,634 4,651 574,444 25,952 220, 587 16,926 

Canned fish in oil:,....... 

3,002,923 385,224 952,138 =:152,356 12,166,080 1,608,123 5,803,851 

24,681 107,299,171, 434 74,724 7,724 321,931 680,012 312,037 

1,387,446 233,356 665,639 120,443 4,930,346 921,627 1,646,597 294,057 

25,628 48 , 982 2,382 75, 185 61,173 
\onned shellfish: 

Crab meat. 892,000 284,570 429,926 160,615 3,481,860 1,116,007 1,643,814 562,815 

Clams and oysters....... 48 , 669 7,795 4,430 9,553 5,966 39,955 198 ,994 900 

57, 686 23,879 52,568 18,009 164,371 70, 548 135 ,007 58, 450 
(ther canned fish. ........ 3,914,210 265,241 793,123 80,725 10,163,438 716,823 4,865,180 433,439 
Canned vegetables; 

37,060 2,294 139,820 13,878 135,449 11,261 214,536 18,989 

Mushrooms,...........+ 82,129 25,458 54,332 13,526 245,347 72,910 285, 248 72,204 

Tomatoes. 3,253,126 130,723 4,556,631 192,850 17,474,384 683,681 16,838,549 701,520 

Tomato paste and sauce.. 990,917 74,027 499,196 35,007 3,441,688 246,422 2,818,578 191,444 

23,727 1,425 13,039 891 55,516 3,294 59,576 3, 783 
Canned 918 486 36,564 216,855 8,849 2,218,278 9,168 1,571,699 67,294 

Philippine I 964, 989 48,838 2,378,456 115,14 965 , 044 48,843 
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Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
Carlot Shipments Reported by the Bureau of Agricultural 


Mey 31, Mandi, May 14: May 21. May 21 
1937 1988 1938 1937" 1988 


VEGETABLES 
Beans, snap and lima 365 333 314 6,656 7,148 
,383 1,590 1,510 10,449 16,047 
pose 419 345 2,694 2,966 
7 4 7 8,098 6,459 


compet- 
ing directly..... 4,419 4,284 5,421 110,976 107,815 
I ts competing — 


Fare 10 6 1 1,719 2,347 
Indirectly... ... 1 8 3 278 272 
Fauits 
Citrus, domestic.... 2,786 4,317 4,834 108,674 120,762 
Imports. ........ 20 2 1 173 129 


Others, domestic.... 914 956 760 24,111 24,546 


English Firm’s Home Economist Visits Here 

Metal Box Company of London has sent its Home Econo- 
mist, Miss Janet Bond, principal of the canned foods ad- 
visory bureau, to the United States to familiarize herself 
with home economics work in the business field. Miss Ruth 
Atwater met Miss Bond in New York on May 22 and intro- 
duced her to home economics and women's organization lead- 
ers in that city. 

Miss Bond will spend some time in Washington at the 
Association headquarters before she goes to Chicago to see 
work of this nature being carried on there. She plans to 
accompany Miss Atwater and Miss Black to the annual 
meeting of the American Home Economics Association which 
will be held in Pittsburgh the last week in June. 


N. C. A. Bacteriological Field Laboratory Now in 
Indiana 
The bacteriological field unit of the National Canners 
Association is now operating in Indiana and will be sta- 
tioned there for the duration of the pea pack. It is planned 
to carry on special studies and, where this is desired, to 
make bacteriological surveys of member plants. These sur- 
veys are to determine whether spoilage contamination is 
present to the extent of presenting spoilage hazards. In 
instances where such conditions are found, sources of con- 
tamination are traced and, where possible, removed. 
While in Indiana, the field laboratory is available for 
service work relating to spoilage matters such as are ordi- 
narily handled through the Washington laboratory. Members 
in that section may call for such service by communicating 
with the field laboratory, care of Columbus Foods Corpora- 
tion, Shelbyville, Indiana. Any change of location will be 
noted in the INrormation Letter. 


Conferees Meet On Water Pollution Bill 


The House and Senate conferees appointed last summer to 
reconcile differences in the conflicting provisions of the Bark- 
ley-Vinson water pollution bill (H. R. 2711) began considera- 
tion of the measure on Wednesday. Although no announce- 
ment of the Committee’s progress has been made it is under- 
stood that if an agreement is reached the report of the Confer- 
ence Committee will favor the House provisions over the 
Senate amendments. 


Canned Grapefruit Used as Dessert in Sweden 


Demand in Sweden for fresh or canned grapefruit, which 
is not very large but which is expanding gradually, is limited 
to dessert use, according to a report from the Office of the 
American commercial attache at Stockholm dated April 27. 
Grapefruit juice is used primarily as a cocktail ingredient 
and demand is small since Swedish people are limited cock- 
tail drinkers, the report said. 


Losses were incurred in 1937 by importers when they 
brought in larger quantities of fresh grapefruit than the 
market demanded, but the report from Stockholm stated that 
grapefruit “did become better known and an ultimate stimulus 
to its use was derived, reacting, of course, to some degree upon 
the potential demand for canned grapefruit sections and 
juice.” 


One firm is reported to have said that a 500 gram can for 
grapefruit would be the most acceptable for sale on the local 
market. “The most direct competition to canned grapefruit 
from other imported fruits is considered to come from canned 
pineapple,” the attache’s report stated, “which pays the same 
duty of 30 crowns (1 crown equals about 25 cents) per 100 
kilograms, actual net weight, including the weight of certain 
packings. Most other canned fruits pay duty at the rate of 
50 crowns per 100 kilograms.” 

One soft drink manufacturer states that it imports about 2 
barrels a month of concentrated grapefruit juice from the 
United Kingdom which it manufactures into a carbonated 
beverage under the trade name “Grappo”. 


Old-Age Insurance Extension Recommended 


Opening the question of extending coverage under the old- 
age insurance provisions of the Social Security Act “as rap- 
idly as feasible” to include domestic servants, farm laborers, 
and self-employed workers, the Advisory Council on Social 
Security has requested the Social Security Board for data 
by September 15 to aid it in its study of methods of extending 
the coverage under this program. The Council also has noti- 
fied the Board that it had decided unanimously to recommend 
the inclusion of employees of nonprofit religious, charitable, 
and educational institutions under the old-age insurance 
program. 

The Advisory Council was created in May, 1937, by a 
special committee named by the Senate Finance Committee, 
in cooperation with the Social Security Board to study the 
advisability of amending titles Il and VIII of the Social Se- 
curity Act. Members of the Council represent employees, 
employers, and the public. 
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